The Commission on Youth Discipleship
Helping Congregations Bring Jesus to Families, Teens and Children

2008 Summer Camp
Camp SOUTH for kids in grades 4-7 & Teen Survivor Challenge for teens in grades 8-12 will take place at the Unicoi Lodge in Helen, GA June 16th-20th, 2008.  Visit www.unicoilodge.com to learn more about the location of these fun-filled events.  The cost is $280 per student.  We have 16 volunteer counselors committed to coming, including representatives from MLC and LPS.  We currently have room for 128 students.  Congregations are encouraged to start their fundraisers now.  Contact your local Thrivent representatives for matching funds on your service projects. Information packets on these youth activities are available at the Youth Discipleship display for each congregation in our district.  Pastors are asked to please share them with their youth leaders.  
2009 WELS Youth Rally
The 2009 Youth Rally will be July 8-11, 2009 at Iowa State University in Ames, IA.  The rally theme is “Follow the Path, Lead the Way” based on 1 Timothy 4:12.  The cost will be $295.  Visit www.welsyouthrally.net for more information!
Web Sites
WELS Youth Discipleship: www.welsnet/youthdiscipleship 
Teen’s Living Bold: 
www.livingbold.net 
WELS Kids’ Connection:  
www.kidsconnection.tv
WELS Youth Rally: 
www.welsyouthrally.net
Parent’s Crosslink: 
www.parentscrosslink.net 
Early Childhood Ministry: 
www.wels.net/jumpword/ecm
Quarterly Newsletters
WELS Youth Discipleship publishes three quarterly newsletters:

Sowers & Seeds – for Early Childhood Ministry Leaders
Reach! – for Teen Ministry Leaders
Partners – for Sunday School Teachers
There are samples at the Youth Discipleship display table. Feel free to take one!  Newsletter orders can be placed by contacting the WELS Youth Discipleship office at 414-256-3888.   
WELS.net University:  Online Sunday School Staff Training
Fourteen mini-courses are available online to help you train your Sunday School staff.  Pick up a brochure about WELS.net University at the Youth Discipleship display to learn more.

2008 Vacation Bible School
The 2008 VBS from Northwestern Publishing House is entitled “Soaring High!” and will include the following lessons:

Lesson 1: Treasure Flight (Wise Men Visit Jesus)

Lesson 2: Nature Flight (God Makes All Things) 

Lesson 3: Emergency Flight (Peter and John Help a Beggar)

Lesson 4: Night Flight (Paul and Silas in Prison)

Lesson 5: Final Flight (Elijah Goes to Heaven) 

Confirmation Study

The study of WELS confirmation practices resulted in the filming of a video on best practice/innovative models for confirmation class. The production of the DVD and self-study instruments along with other resources will be released for purchase by summer 2008.  
Christ-Light 2 
An update from Rev. Ray Schumacher: “No publication schedule is set yet. The development of the full curriculum will take another 3 to 5 years. Teacher guides will be available on CD-ROM and more useful than previous guides, Christ Light 2 will be offered as a Sunday School curriculum package. This curriculum will focus on core lessons. The course for each year will include both OT and NT and will repeat some lessons like creation, Jesus' death and His resurrection each year. Christ Light 2 will provide more electronic components. The core memory treasures will be put to music to aid in memorizing. Hymn CDs will also be available. NPH also hopes it is possible to provide a multi-media DVD that will offer special video segments to enhance teaching select lessons. A series of redesigned lessons representing different levels is being readied for field testing. Necessary revisions will be made after feedback is received.  New Bible story art for the PreK-K lessons is in development. Musical arrangements have been created for all music copy masters.  $100,000.00 grant request to print 11 x 17 copies of all grades Prek-4 Bible story pictures has been submitted to Thrivent. Grade 7-8 topical and Bible book lessons are moving slowly.  An additional part-time editor is being sought for creating affordable multimedia elements.  NPH has dedicated about $5,000,000 to this project with WELS CYD and CPS committing $50,000 each, spread over the next five years.”
Kid’s Connection

The WELS Youth Discipleship office has applied for a grant from the Antioch Foundation to keep Kids Connection going.  If they do not receive the grant, future production may be discontinued.  
WELS Youth Discipleship Resources
A variety of WELS Youth Discipleship resources are available on the display table for you to review.  If you find a resource you’d like to use, you can order it from Northwestern Publishing House.  The resources include:

1. “Making the Right Choices” a video Bible study for teenagers

2. “Strong Roots for Tender Shoots” cradle roll packet

3. “Sunday School for Today and Tomorrow” planning manual for Sunday Schools

4. One-Day VBS’s:  Creation, The Flood, Let’s Meet David, The Birth of Jesus Announced, Jesus is Born, Walking with Jesus, Jesus is Risen.
5. “And I Can Go and Tell” early childhood resource

6. “The Word of Life Comes to Life” effective ways of presenting God’s Word to children

7. “Walk in My World” (1st and 2nd Editions) a video Bible study for teenagers

8. “The Greatest Show of All” children’s musical

9. “Bible Stories in Pictures” illustrated Bible story magazines

10. “Children in the Church” video and presentation on ministering to children

11. WELS Youth Discipleship Resource Catalogs

12. “Creating Youth-Full Churches” (available for download at: www.wels.net/jump/youthstudy)
District Coordinator’s Meeting:  April 7-8, 2008
All 12 District Youth Discipleship Coordinators will meet in Milwaukee, Wisconsin for brainstorming and encouragement.  
Questions or Suggestions

If you have any questions about what Youth Discipleship offers at the synod or district level, or if you have a suggestion for a training workshop, youth activity or how to improve the Commission on Youth Discipleship’s service to your congregation, please share your thoughts on the “Questions and Suggestions” sheet at the Youth Discipleship display table.  
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