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DISTRICT NEWS
North Atlantic District Website
The North Atlantic Disctrict CYD website is still under some major construction.  If you would like to check it out anyway, go to www.welscyd.net and click on North Atlantic District in the MENU (on the left side).  If you would like to advertise a district event, please let me know and I will include it in the calendar.
District Youth Rally 2010 – “JOURNEY OF HOPE”
Plans are already on the way for the North Atlantic District Youth Rally to be held July 12-15, 2010.  The rally will take place at East Stroudsburg University, East Stroudsburg, PA with a day-trip to New York City!  Mark your calendars and watch for more details to come!  Initial cost estimate is $225.00 per participant.  Get your teens thinking about it and saving now!  It’s going to be great rally!
Junior High Christian Camp in the North Atlantic
Initial discussions are taking place concerning a Junior High camp to serve the tweens aged 10-12 in our district.  Such a camp would be similar to the WELS-run Rocky Mountain Christian Camp in Colorado.  Every year or every other year, the tweens could have a chance to meet God through Bible studies and devotions, connect with others their own age, work together on survival skills, and experience the adventure of the great outdoors.  The hope is to get this up and running by Summer 2010.  Initial thoughts are to have the first one in southern Pennsylvania, which is central to our district. If you know anyone who might be interested in helping, supporting, or coordinating a ministry like this, please speak to me, Levi Nagel, or Roger Huffman. 
WELS International Youth Rally Contact

Regrettably, I will not be able to attend this year’s International Rally to welcome and “bump shoulders with” our North Atlantic attendees.  However, I have asked Staff Minister Levi Nagel to be my CYD liaison while you are there.  He will greet you and meet with you during the rally for a brief discussion and brainstorming session.  In that session, we are looking to share (1) what CYD is doing for you, (2) what we plan to do for you, and (3) probe your thoughts for the future.  And by all means, if Levi is unable to answer your questions, please contact me anytime.  
SYNOD-WIDE NEWS
Vision and Objectives Simplified

· CYD retooled its vision and objectives, making it simpler and more memorable.  CYD ministry is now organized around three major areas: parents, children and teens, and technology.  

· The new CYD vision is, “Every congregation actively partnered with parents to nurture youth: their perspective, potential, and place in the body of Christ.” 

· The word “perspective” recognizes that youth have points of view, opinions, ideas, and dreams from which the church can learn.  The word “potential” recognizes that youth have abilities, talents, attitudes, and energy through which the church can benefit.  The word “place” recognizes that youth must be valued, included, empowered, and engaged in ministry, making themselves and the church whole.

· The complete CYD vision and objectives can be found at www.wels.net/youthdiscipleship or obtained by e-mailing cyd@sab.wels.net. 

WELS Youth Not in Full-Time Christian Education Are Important to CYD

· WELS has about 20,000 high school-aged youth.  14,000 (70%) do not attend a WELS Prep school or ALHS.   

· WELS has about 49,000 children ages 5-13.  28,000 (57%) do not attend a Lutheran Elementary School (LES).  

· As a conservative estimate, WELS has about 30,000 children birth-4 years, of which about 20,000 (66%) do not attend a WELS Early Childhood Ministry (ECM).  

2009 WELS International Youth Rally  

· As of March 30, 991 teens and adults from 112 congregations have registered for the “Follow the Path, Lead the Way” rally in Ames, IA.  We have extended the Contact Youth Leader deadline for registering groups until April 17, 4:00 p.m. CT.  Accepted group’s participants have until May 1, 4:00 p.m. CT to register. 

· The much lower than expected count seems to be primarily a function of the poor economy.  Added to that, the location (Iowa State University—Ames, IA), selected as a result of Midwest congregations pleading to have a rally closer to them so they could save on travel expenses, does not appear to have the draw of previous rally locations.

· Even though registration materials were sent out in November of 2008, and online registration moved from January to March 2009 to allow congregational groups more time to plan, anecdotal evidence would suggest that many congregations have just not organized themselves to make rally attendance possible.

· About 1,700 participants would be the “break-even” point financially.  If the final participant total is around 1,000, CYD can expect to lose about $80,000. Capacity at Iowa State University is 2,600 and we were hoping to get closer to that number.  Past rallies have had the following participant counts: 1999-2,228 participants, 2001-2,200 participants, 2003-2,500 participants, 2005-3,140 participants, 2007-2,076 participants.  
· God-willing, teens from Brazil, Canada, Grenada, Malawi, Pakistan, Taiwan, and Zambia will be participating, a real first. 


“Everyday” Videos

· Currently 40 devotional videos about everyday sins, faith, relationships, hope, and victories, have been posted on Streams.WELS.net and LivingBold.net.  Several more in this first phase are in process.  With only a couple exceptions, all of the people used in the videos are WELS teens/adults.

· A new grant recently received will enable the production of several more videos for the Web, plus releasing all the videos in a DVD with companion Bible studies/discussion guides.  Area Lutheran high school students and staff are helping to develop these.  

Confirmation Self-Study Is DONE!

· The Confirmation Ministry Self Study: A Process to Help Congregations Reflect, Evaluate, and Improve is finished and at Northwestern Publishing House (#38-3113, $14.95).  The resource includes the self-study directions, worksheets, and templates on CD and a DVD with interviews and descriptions of “best practice” around WELS.  

· Included is a Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary-reviewed paper titled, “Can Children Properly Receive the Lord’s Supper in WELS?” 

· A clearinghouse of helpful “home grown” resources can be found at www.wels.net/confirmation. Additional resources will be added as they are submitted.


Christ-Light 2 Development

· Christ-Light 2, scheduled for release in 2013, will include many content and format improvements as well as state-of-the-art helps for teachers.  In the revision, Sunday schools (SS) will have their own curriculum, minimizing some of the coordination issues encountered in congregations with a SS and a Lutheran elementary school.  

· A special Web area has been created to share updates, and podcast training: www.nph.net/CL2.

 CYD Online Newsletters

· Last fall, CYD converted its three quarterly newsletters (Sowers & Seeds-early childhood, Partners-Sunday school, REACH!-teen ministry) to an “online” format with pdf delivery via email.  Subscription totals: Sowers & Seeds–185, Partners–232, REACH!–213 

· Please encourage those engaged in early childhood, Sunday school, and/or teen ministry to subscribe.

WELS.net University

· Twenty mini-courses for Sunday school staff members are currently posted on WELS.net University.  667 people have accessed these courses so far (www.wels.net/jump/wnusstraining).  

· 205 people have accessed the four mini-courses for parents (www.wels.net/jump/wnuparenting).  

Y-ME Academy Ready 

· CYD’s Youth Ministry Enhancement (Y-ME) Academy is ready for launching.  Development was funded in part by a Thrivent Church-wide Grant.
· The Y-ME Academy development team (Staff Ministers, Tom Banaszak and Chad White, Pastor Ben Berger, and CYD staff, Jeremy Bakken and Dr. Joel Nelson) prepared all the lessons and planning tools for this one-day event.  
· Sample lessons and all the materials were presented to CYD’s District Coordinators in February.  
· CYD hopes to launch the first Y-ME Academy in the fall of 2009 in the Milwaukee area. 

Parents Crosslink

· In addition to a host of print content areas, PCL offers audio and Pastor Tony Schultz video devotions for the whole family.

· By mid-April, 10 podcasts will have been added to the ParentsCrosslink.net Web site.  The podcasts expand on topics/articles written in the print editions.   

· Subscriptions to the print version hover around 8,000.  Several WELS Lutheran Elementary schools receive Parents Crosslink in print as part of their subscription/dues paid to WELS Parish Schools. 

Repurposing “Insight” Teen Bible Studies

· Pastor John Backus (Muskego, WI) has agreed to inventory the 1980’s “Insights” teen Bible study series, produced by WELS Board for Parish Education, to see which might be able to be repurposed for a Web delivery.  Providing more teen Bible study content would fill a real need.

One Day VBS for Christmas and Easter

CYD is partnering with Northwestern Publishing House to develop new one-day VBS resources for Christmas and Easter.  The plan is to develop two levels of lessons (pre-reader/reader), for three different years.  Engaging lessons, reinforcement activities, music, and crafts will be developed.  CYD obtained grants totaling $75,000 to make this possible.

Blessings In Jesus,

Kevin Walker, North Atlantic District CYD Coordinator 

Helping congregations bring Jesus to parents, teens, and children 












